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Philosophy

The Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District recommendations on 
grading are based upon the principle of  doing no educational harm to any 
child. This pandemic and the statewide suspension of  in-person 
instruction – the first in modern history – has impacted our entire society. 
As we enter uncharted waters, we simply cannot use the same standards 
for grading that we use when face-to-face instruction occurs. 

While our District Learning Plan is designed using guidance from several 
expert sources, the success of  the Plan will not be fully apparent until after 
a significant level of  implementation has been accomplished. Since 
“home” will be the temporary classroom, it is critical that we consider a 
multitude of  family and home contexts prior to determining student 
grades.



Goal

The WPRSD has established a reasonable, student-centered grading 
methodology to fairly calculate grades based on work previously 
completed, and a methodology for including work completed during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic school closure. 

Our goal is to focus on the most important standards at each grade level, 
streamlining our instruction to accommodate this unprecedented situation.  
Our goal is quality, not quantity. 

Grades will be reflected on student report cards, in in GPA calculations 
and on student transcripts. 



FLEXIBILITY IS A 
CRITICAL  

HALLMARK OF OUR 
WPRSD COVID-19 

GRADING 
PHILOSOPHY



Grading
Remote learning is designed to support student learning and to have our 
students engage in the continuity of  education. The aim, emphasis, and 
focus for schoolwork assigned, reviewed, and completed during this 
period is on learning, not on compliance. 

Grading is feedback and communication in a snapshot of  time to students 
and parents.

With learning being moved off-site, individual student engagement or 
disengagement are factors outside of  the control of  the school system; 
therefore, the aim is that student grades are not lowered as a result of  
remote learning. 



Grading (continued)

Grading plans have been developed at each level that take into account 
grades earned during face-to-face instruction (Prior to March 13, 2020) 
and “good faith effort” during the school closure,  demonstrating evidence 
of  continued learning of  essential skills. 

A “good faith effort” is best defined as an attempt to complete assigned 
work as accurately as possible given the availability of  little or no direct 
instruction, as this is a new and unprecedented set of  circumstances.



WE STRIVE TO CREATE 
A BALANCE OF:

PRACTICE
EVALUATION & 

ASSESSMENT



Elementary Grading: Pre-K - 5
Our elementary teachers will provide standards-based grades on our final marking 
period report cards during the remote learning period. Grades are based on established 
grade level learning standards. Progress toward standards will be assessed by examining 
the totality of  evidence of  learning submitted by each student. This body of  evidence 
may differ based on what is submitted by each individual student and can be influenced 
by the level of  connectivity, support, and other factors. 

During the period of  closure, teachers will document learning and provide feedback and 
support. Examples may include teacher/student collaboration, performance-based 
assessments, journals, discussion posts, video responses, audio recordings, projects, 
choice boards, and other artifacts. 

● Students’ grades will not be negatively impacted during remote learning.

● Students who were on pace for grade promotion will be advanced to the next grade 
for the 2020-2021 school year



WMS Grading: 6 - 8
The Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District has made the decision to combine all grades 
earned in marking periods 3 and 4 into one final “semester 2” grade. There will be no individual 
marking period 3 and 4 grades and our final report cards will be issued at the end of  the year 
showing a final semester 2 grade. 

Students' grades will be determined based on their evidence of  learning during the COVID-19 
school closure. Grading will be based on established grade level learning standards. Progress toward 
standards will be assessed by examining the totality of  evidence of  learning submitted by each 
student. This body of  evidence may differ based on what is submitted by each individual student 
and can be influenced by the level of  connectivity, support, and other factors. 

Grades will be entered  by our middle school teachers into PowerSchool in order to keep track of  
progress. Grading is used to measure learning and not compliance. Teachers will provide students 
with feedback on their learning activities. Students will be given the opportunity to use that feedback 
to improve grades/demonstrate progress. 

● No 3rd Quarter Report Cards will be issued.
● Students are expected to continue with learning activities assigned during remote learning. 
● Students are expected to complete assignments based upon the timelines shared by their teachers. 
● Students who were on pace for grade promotion will be advanced to the next grade for the 2020-
2021 school year. 



WHS Grading: 9-12
The Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District has made the decision that the final two marking 
periods will be combined into a final semester grade for all students in grades 9 through 12. Grades earned 
prior to the closure from the 3rd Marking Period will be combined with grades earned during the COVID-19 
closure. 

Our final report cards will reflect grading that occurred during the remote learning period.  Grading will be 
based on established grade level learning standards. Progress toward standards will be assessed by examining 
the totality of  evidence of  learning submitted by each student. This body of  evidence may differ based on 
what is submitted by each individual student and can be influenced by the level of  connectivity, support, and 
other factors. 

Grades will be entered into PowerSchool by our teachers in order to keep track of  progress. Flexibility and 
responsiveness to our students’ needs are incumbent upon the grading of  student learning during this new 
remote learning context. Grading is used to measure learning and not compliance. Teachers will be giving 
students feedback on their learning. Students should be given the opportunity to use that feedback to 
improve grades.

● No 3rd Quarter Report Cards will be issued.
● Students are expected to continue with learning activities assigned during remote learning. 
● Students are expected to complete assignments based upon the timelines shared by their teachers. 
● All courses on the student schedule shall be reflected on the high school transcript with an 
appropriate grade or mark during this pandemic. 
● Students who were on pace for grade promotion will be advanced to the next grade for the 2020-
2021 school year. 



Testing
NJSLA:
The Spring 2020 NJ Assessment of  Skills and Knowledge tests have been canceled. 

SAT:
The College Board is canceling the May 2, 2020, SAT administration. Registered students will 
receive refunds. The College Board will provide future additional SAT testing opportunities for 
students as soon as feasible, in place of  canceled administrations. Check the site for additional 
information: https://www.collegeboard.org/

ACT:
ACT has rescheduled the April 4, 2020, national ACT test date to June 13, 2020, in response to 
concerns regarding the spread of  COVID-19. All students registered for the April 4 test date will 
receive an email from ACT informing them of  instructions for next steps. Check the site for 
additional information: http://www.act.org/

AP:
Traditional face-to-face exam administrations will not take place. Students will take a 45-minute 
online free-response exam at home that will only include topics and skills that most AP teachers and 
students covered by early March. Students will be able to take these streamlined exams on any 
device they have access to—computer, tablet, or smartphone. Taking a photo of  handwritten work 
will also be an option. The full exam schedule, specific free-response question types that will be on 
each AP Exam, is available on the AP site: 
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators.

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators


Tips
Parents and families can support students’ thinking and learning during this  extended 
school closure.

•Collaborate with your child to organize the day to include time for learning, activities 
and exercise.
•Read to and with your child and have conversations about what you have read together.
•Take a walk and ask about what your child is seeing and about being a good citizen.
•Encourage critical thinking through cooking together or planning a garden.
•Encourage conversations about mathematics in your child’s day.
•Explore your child’s creativity by creating art, music, or dance.
•Write a letter to a family member or friend or community hero.
•Be mindful of  screen time and have alternatives for children to play outside.
•Listen to your child about his or her feelings and fears and offer comfort, honesty, and 
reassurance.
•Most of  all, stay safe!  We anxiously await seeing our students again!
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